
Objection 1 

I am writing re the proposed changes to parking restrictions on Longwall Avenue, near 

Bellpit Close. 

I am a resident on Bellpit Close and currently have to endure heavy congestion on the Close 

each morning and late afternoon when parents are taking/picking up their children from 

the school.  

They double park, park close to the junction, leave car doors open into the road and have no 

consideration for the residents of the Close. I would hate to think what would happen if an 

emergency vehicle needs to get into Bellpit Close during these times as it would be 

impossible for it to get through. 

The proposed parking restrictions would further impact on the congestion and would just 

result in moving a problem not resolving it. I would ask you, therefore, to re-look at your 

proposals for alternative solutions. 

 

Objection 2 

In reference to the plans outlined for Longwall Avenue which include Bellpit Close, I object to 

their implementation.  

Looking at the details provided on the Salford.gov.uk website, I see continued gridlock on 

Bellpit Close which is already being used as an overflow for drop-off and pickup.  

In the past month, there have been several altercations between residents and parents on 

Bellpit Close. I have witnessed two of these. The main issue is parents parking across the 

residents drives while they go about their business.  

This of course, is unacceptable and has resulted in very angry exchanges. I’ve also spoken 

with the Police.  

As there appears to be lots of land around the school, why does the council choose to ignore 

this resource? The school was doubled in size without any consideration for the local 

community, hence the increase in traffic and subsequent trouble.  

Bellpit Close is not a car park. It is a residential street. We pay a premium rate council tax on 

our properties and the lack of understanding and empathy is, at best, rude.  

Please reconsider your plans to implement these changes as it will be detrimental to people 

who live in the surrounding areas.  

 

Objection 3 

I live on Bellpit Close and I am concerned by the proposal on longwall that adding more 

double yellow lines on longwall will force the parents to come further down Bellpit causing 

more issues to the residents, some of the parents aren't very respectful of the resident and 

this causes tension.  

I agree with the 27metre from Newearth Road down longwall as this can be a dangerous 

corner.  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalford.gov.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crobert.owen%40salford.gov.uk%7C9145229088964f4450a008d8c3d6dad3%7C68c00060d80e40a5b83f3b8a5bc570b5%7C0%7C0%7C637474674874368510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hROGTE271Fqqna%2F%2F5cIJH7T4JpwuFC8ISca4S6JIKeE%3D&reserved=0


Objection 4 

I am a resident of Bellpit Close, Ellenbrook and wish to register my objection to the 

proposed order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 in relation to parking on 

Longwall Avenue. 

The issue appears to be being considered by the Council as one which is primarily 

concerned with resolving access to the school for emergency vehicles and preventing 

disruption to traffic flow on Longwall Avenue. There appears to be no consideration 

whatsoever of the impact of the proposals on residents, particularly the residents of Bellpit 

Close and Habergam Close.  

The disruption caused by parking occurs on weekdays only between 8.15 and 9.15 a.m. and 

2.30 and 4.00 p.m.. and is caused by the volume of parking which can be attributed to 

parents / carers of Ellenbrook pupils. The parking issues are exacerbated by a significant 

number of parents / carers who repeatedly park their vehicles inconsiderately.  

The problems with parking which are experienced by the local community have increased 

over time, partly as a result of commuter parking related to the guided busway but mainly 

because of the increase in parking arising from the Council’s decision in 2015 to double the 

Pupil Admission Number at Ellenbrook Primary from 210 to 420 through annual increases of 

30 pupils. As the number of pupils has increased, the impact of parking on residents has 

become more severely problematic. 

The Council has sought to deal with the increasing car parking issues in the local area 

surrounding Ellenbrook Primary through the introduction and incremental extension of 

parking restrictions. These have included a restricted parking bay on the North side of 

Longwall Avenue and continuous double yellow lines between Newearth Road and Bellpit 

Close on the South side. The current proposals seek to fill in the 62 metre gap between the 

current double yellow lines on the Eastern corner of Bellpit Close and those on the Western 

corner of Habergam Close. 

The current arrangements are ineffective. The spaces in the restricted parking bay begin to 

fill up at 2.30 p.m. each weekday in order for parents / carers to be able to collect their 

children at 3.30. All the spaces in the bay are occupied before 3.00. Parents / carers arriving 

by car after this time seek to park on Longwall Avenue in the area that is currently not 

restricted (but will be under these proposals) on the South side of Longwall. Because the 

North side of Longwall is occupied by parking by Busway users and the road isn’t sufficiently 

wide to accommodate cars parked legally on both sides, this results in people collecting their 

children parking with two wheels on the footpath, frequently blocking access for pedestrians 

(including other Ellenbrook parents), who are obliged to step into the road in order to 

navigate a path round vehicles.  

The bulk of the remainder of the parent / carer parking takes place on the neighbouring cup-

de-sacs of Bellpit and Habergam. Vehicles enter the cup-de-sac and either drive to the 

turning circle at the head of the close and turn there or drive onto the private drives of the 

houses in order to complete a three point turn. They do this because it is imperative that 

their vehicle is facing outwards towards Longwall. Presumably because it is very hard to get 

out after they have dropped off or collected their children. Having turned, they then seek to 

park as close to the school as possible. This causes them to sometimes choose to park 

across residents' driveways. Some parents / carers who do this have told residents that they 

were sorry and thought this would be ok because they would “only be a minute”. Some have 

been considerably less polite. 



The scramble for parking spaces on Bellpit is such that the footpath on both sides of the 

road is entirely blocked with cars. Residents and parents / carers with their toddlers and 

children in pushchairs are forced to walk in the road and are at considerable risk from late 

arrivals entering the close at excessive speed. 

The final category of parking is the small group of parents / carers who routinely disregard 

the current double yellow lines on the South side of Longwall Avenue and park on them, with 

two wheels on the footpath, irrespective of the restrictions. This parking frequently causes 

the most congestion on Longwall. The people who park in this manner are not people who 

do so on isolated occasions, they do it repeatedly; some do it every day. 

The proposed additional parking restrictions will not resolve the problems. The problems are 

partly related to parking space capacity, but they are partly behavioural. The current parking 

restrictions do not work because they are not enforced. If they were enforced, through the 

regular presence of Parking Enforcement Officers, the traffic flow on Longwall might be 

better. The only time I have seen an enforcement officer, he was engaged in directing 

people to park on neighbouring roads rather than issuing tickets. If people think that the 

parking restrictions only apply to other people, that they are entitled to park where they like 

and believe they can do so without penalty, they are unlikely to change their behaviour. 

Similarly, the people who occupy a space in the parking bay and sit with their engine running 

for an hour whilst waiting to go and collect their child, adding to air pollution outside their 

child’s school are unlikely to change their behaviour without a degree of push. An anti-idling 

campaign along the lines of Wigan Council’s “Don’t Be Idle” campaign could be considered. 

Additionally, many of the parents / carers decant their children out of their cars into the road, 

rather than on the pavement side of their vehicle. Because of the speed at which other 

parents / carers (and some residents) drive, particularly when they are frustrated because 

they can’t find a space (or get home) there’s a considerable Child Safety issue too and I fear 

a child may be injured. 

Extending the no parking area on Longwall will simply displace more parking onto Bellpit and 

Habergam. Residents have considerable difficulty leaving home in their vehicles or returning 

home during school drop off and collection times. I would prefer Bellpit to have a Residents 

Only scheme during specific hours on weekdays but recognise that this would need to be 

supported by all residents and probably funded by us too. Such a scheme would only be 

effective if the Council undertook to enforce it. 

 


